
Growing up undocumented in 

Ireland



Agenda for input

1. Situating the context of undocumented children and 

young people in Ireland

2. No clear framework or pathway

3. Current situation re access to citizenship

4. UNCRC recommendations to Ireland 2016

“clear and accessible formal procedures for conferring 

immigration status on children and their families who are 

in irregular migration situations.” 







Mental Health

Fear and Stigma



Education



Transition into adulthood



Access to University/college 



Labour Market Access



Young, Paperless & Powerful



Films by Young, Paperless & Powerful

2015, Young, Paperless & Powerful

https://vimeo.com/132984011

2018, This is My Life

https://vimeo.com/301863642

https://vimeo.com/132984011
https://vimeo.com/301863642


Youth Exchange with PICUM, 2019



Links to articles included in images

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/activists-call-for-residency-pathway-for-undocumented-youth-1.4088809
https://www.rte.ie/news/2019/1118/1092689-undocumented-teen-joy/
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/undocumented-in-ireland-i-feel-as-irish-as-they-come-1.3944735




History in the making

Image is hyperlinked 

to video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_xIC11nrAI


Create new pathways for long-term undocumented 

people and their dependents, meeting specified 

criteria to regularise their status within 18 months 

of the formation of the Government, bearing in 

mind EU and Common Travel Area commitments. 

Commitment in the programme for 

government 2020

See the full pdf linked in the text for full programme for government

file:///C:/Users/mairead.mcdevitt/Downloads/130911_fe93e24e-dfe0-40ff-9934-def2b44b7b52.pdf


Image is linked 

to the 

Facebook post

https://www.facebook.com/Migrant.Rights.Centre.Ireland/photos/4131788733535270






Contact Details:

Facebook:  @Migrant.Rights.Centre.Ireland

Twitter: @MigrantRightsIr

Instagram: @mrciireland

Website: https://www.mrci.ie/

Mairéad McDevitt, mairead@mrci.ie

https://www.facebook.com/Migrant.Rights.Centre.Ireland
https://twitter.com/MigrantRightsIr?ref_src=twsrc%5egoogle|twcamp%5eserp|twgr%5eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/mrcireland/?hl=en

