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Agenda for input

1. Situating the context of undocumented children and
young people in Ireland

2. No clear framework or pathway

3. Current situation re access to citizenship

4. UNCRC recommendations to Ireland 2016

“clear and accessible formal procedures for conferring
immigration status on children and their families who are
in irregular migration situations.”
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Growing Up Undocumented in Ireland i

We su rveygq 108 updoqu men.ted My home is here in Ireland. |
parents raising their children in Ireland. came when | was 7 yearsold,
H ” h f d and now I'm 19. My dream s to

ere’s what we round out. attend college, geta degree
and find a job. l don‘t know
what to do as I’'ve spent my
whole life studying and look
forward to attending college,
only to find out that | can't.”
Maria*, 19yrs old
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Children

78% of those born

58% of those born in outside of Ireland have
Ireland are over 5 years been living here for

old. 20% are over 10 over 5 years. Some have
years old. been here for more

“I feel trapped and like there is than 16 years.
no way out for me. The future

is very worrying for me and

it's very hard to be hopeful as

1don‘t know if 1 will be able to
have a future here.”
Jon*, 17yrs old




Years in Irish education

1 2 3 4 5

The average length of time
inschool is 5 years
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8% have spent over 10 years in school

%

For these children and young people, Ireland is home
- the home they know and love.
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Just like everyone else, they have hopes, dreams and
ambitions. They’ve grown up here, they live here, and
they belong here.
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But right now there is no pathway to residency for
undocumented children and young people, whether
they were born here or came here with their parents.
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Age of undocumented
children and young people
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This is an enormous waste of talent and a loss of
great potential. These children and young people are
valuable and have a valuable contribution to make,

but uncertainty and fear will stop them from thriving
and being the best they can be.
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The government has the power to bring about a
solution and provide a pathway to residency. All
they need to do is introduce a straightforward and
sensible mechanism that ensures no child or young
person grows up undocumented in Ireland. These
children and young people are our future, and their
future is here.




Mental Health

Fear and Stigma




Education
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Transition into adulthood
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Access to University/college
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Labour Market Access
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Young, Paperless & Powerful
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Films by Young, Paperless & Powerful

* 2015, Young, Paperless & Powerful
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2018, This is My Life

A
Do
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https://vimeo.com/132984011
https://vimeo.com/301863642

Youth Exchange with PICUM, 2019




Links to articles included in images

THE IRISH TIMES

LATEST NEWS MOST READ LISTEN

Undocumented in
Ireland: ‘I feel as Irish
as they come’

Rashmi (24) is campaigning for a pathway to
residency for young undocumented people

Rashmi, one of an estimated 2,000-3,000 undocumented
children and young people living in Ireland. Photograph: MRCI



https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/activists-call-for-residency-pathway-for-undocumented-youth-1.4088809
https://www.rte.ie/news/2019/1118/1092689-undocumented-teen-joy/
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/undocumented-in-ireland-i-feel-as-irish-as-they-come-1.3944735

here, beléng here

Xy Migrant Rights Centre Ireland

A survey of over 1,000
undocumented people
inIreland
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75.5% have been here for five yoars or more

Helen McEntee TD S
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lam working as a s H€ F
| have been liv ing in Ireland for 2 !

years, Minister Charlie Flanagan T.D.
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. o Department of Justice and Equality
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51 St. Stephen's Green.

Ireland is my home and Iretand Dublin 2

needs me
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Happy St Patrick's Day!

{
W

bege? Soed




Undocumented Children

TAOISEACH'S Questions to An Taoiseach on areas of policy that fall
OS] a(e1N Il within the remit of his Department

OUFSTIONSTTO S
» o 3217441 Scroll for details - — ° (cc] * _J|Ir.

v

Q M R C MIGRANT RIGHTS
, _ * CENTRE IRELAND
Image is hyperlinked

to video



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_xIC11nrAI

Commitment in the programme for
government 2020

Create new pathways for long-term undocumented
people and their dependents, meeting specified
criteria to regularise their status within 18 month
of the formation of the Government, bearing in
mind EU and Common Travel Area commitments.
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See the full pdf linked in the text for full programme for government


file:///C:/Users/mairead.mcdevitt/Downloads/130911_fe93e24e-dfe0-40ff-9934-def2b44b7b52.pdf

Important Update for
People who are
Undocumented

in lreland
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Facebook post



https://www.facebook.com/Migrant.Rights.Centre.Ireland/photos/4131788733535270
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Contact Details:

Facebook: @Migrant.Rights.Centre.lreland
Twitter: @MigrantRightslir

Instagram: @mrciireland

Website: https://www.mrci.ie/

Mairéad McDevitt, mairead@mrci.ie
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https://www.facebook.com/Migrant.Rights.Centre.Ireland
https://twitter.com/MigrantRightsIr?ref_src=twsrc%5egoogle|twcamp%5eserp|twgr%5eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/mrcireland/?hl=en

