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Key points:
Rights of (all) children in the (47) CoE member states

Barriers/Gaps to effective enjoyment of rights in practice

Compounded vulnerabilities of undocumented children
(precedence over migration status)

The best interests of the child should be a primary
consideration in all decisions/actions (involving children)

Main issues affecting undocumented children: education,
health care, housing, detention, exploitation ...
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Relevant CoE Conventions
v European Convention on Human Rights: Arts. 2, 3, 4, 5, 8,

13,14 + relevant case-law from the European Court on HR
v European Social Charter: Arts. 7,11, 16,17, 19

(health care must be available to all children without discrimination, including children of
undocumented migrants, FIDH v. France, 14/2002 )

v CoE Convention on the Protection of Children against
Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (Lanzarote Conv.)

“Protecting children affected by the refugee crisis from sexual exploitation and sexual
abuse”, Special Report (2017) and follow-up to recommendations (2019 and 2021)

v CoE Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence
against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Conv.)

GREVIO monitoring reports and relevant resources

v’ CoE Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human

Beings — GRETA monitoring reports + Guidance Note on international protection



https://www.echr.coe.int/Pages/home.aspx?p=press/factsheets&c=
https://www.coe.int/en/web/european-social-charter/-/social-rights-of-children-families-and-migrants-in-danger-across-europe-latest-annual-conclusions-from-the-european-committee-of-social-rights
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/urgent-monitoring-round
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/country-monitoring-work
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/publications
https://www.coe.int/en/web/anti-human-trafficking/resources
https://rm.coe.int/guidance-note-on-the-entitlement-of-victims-of-trafficking-and-persons/16809ebf44

"~ | COUNCILOFEUROPE

_ CONSEHL DEUEUROPE

Other relevant CoE standards

v CM Recommendation CM/Rec(2019)11 on effective
guardianship for unaccompanied and separated children
in the context of migration

v' CM Recommendation CM/Rec(2019)4 on supporting
young refugees in transition to adulthood

v' CM Recommendation CM/Rec(2007)9 on life projects for
unaccompanied migrant minors

v ECRI’'s General Policy Recommendation No. 16 on
Safegarding Irregularly Present Migrants from
Discrimination

v' PACE Recommendation 1985 (2011) “Undocumented
migrant children in an irregular situation: a real cause for concern”



http://rm.coe.int/cm-rec-2019-11-guardianship-en/16809ccfe2
https://rm.coe.int/recommendation-cm-2019-4-supporting-young-refugees-transition-adulthoo/168098e814
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=09000016805d5540
https://rm.coe.int/ecri-general-policy-recommendation-no-16-on-safeguarding-irregularly-p/16808b5b0b
http://www.assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=18041&lang=en
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Relevant CoE tools:

v’ CoE Action Plan on Protecting Vulnerable Persons in the
Context of Migration and Asylum in Europe (2021-2025)

v’ Previous: CoE Action Plan on Protecting Refugee and
Migrant Children in Europe (2017-2019)

v Family reunification for migration and refugee children -
Standards and promising practices

v Promoting child-friendly approaches in the area of
migration — Compilation of standards, guidance and
current practices

v Handbook for frontline professionals: “How to convey
child-friendly information to children in migration”
(+video with migrant children)



https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=0900001680a25afd
https://www.coe.int/en/web/special-representative-secretary-general-migration-refugees/action-plan
https://rm.coe.int/family-reunification-for-refugee-and-migrant-children-standards-and-pr/16809e8320
https://edoc.coe.int/en/refugees/8047-promoting-child-friendly-approaches-in-the-area-of-migration-standards-guidance-and-current-practices.html
https://rm.coe.int/how-to-convey-child-friendly-information-to-children-in-migration-a-ha/1680902f91
https://vimeo.com/257739281

Relevant CoE tools (cont.):

(i) Age assessment:

v Leaflet: “Your Rights in Age Assessment Procedures”

v'Report: Policies, procedures and practices in member
states

v’ Guide for policy-makers: “Age assessment for children
in migration: A human rights-based approach”

v EASO-CoE video on age assessment

v'Report: Consultations with unaccompanied children

(ii) Law and Justice:
v'Guidelines on child-friendly justice

v'HELP course on Refugee and Migrant children (for legal
professionals and other relevant professionals)



https://rm.coe.int/ageassessementchildrenmigration-cf-leaflet-web-eng/1680a2608b
https://rm.coe.int/age-assessment-council-of-europe-member-states-policies-procedures-and/168074b723
https://rm.coe.int/ageassessmentchildrenmigration/168099529f
https://vimeo.com/481625433
https://rm.coe.int/we-are-children-hear-us-out-children-speak-out-about-age-assessment-re/16809486f3
https://rm.coe.int/16807000f1
https://www.coe.int/en/web/help/-/new-help-course-launched-on-refugee-and-migrant-children

I the pipeline for 022 (ad beyond ..... )

v A CM __Recommendation (+ Explanatory

Memorandum) on human rights principles and
guidelines on age assessment

An Explanatory memorandum for the 2019
Recommendation on effective guardianship

A CM Recommendation on migrant, refugee and
asylum-seeking women and girls

A new CoE Strategy for the Rights of the Child
(2022-2027), with  priority areas: “equal
opportunities and social inclusion for all children”
and “children’s rights in crisis and emergency
situations”.




In the pipeline for 2022 (and beyond ..... )

Work on reception conditions for refugee and
migrant children, with a focus on family-based
care for unaccompanied and separated children
Practical guidance on administrative detention
(for relevant professionals)

Practical guide+training for educators in schools
with refugee children

Support the linguistic integration of migrants and
refugees

Measures to promote fair access to healthcare for
vulnerable groups (incl. migration and asylum)

+ many more actions under the Action Plan!
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Office of the
Special Representative of the Secretary General
(SRSG) on Migration and Refugees

v Set up in 2016
v SRSG: Ambassador Drahoslav Stefanek (since Jan.2020)

Mandate:

v' Carry out fact-finding missions

v’ Strengthen co-ordination of the relevant activities within
the Council of Europe

v" Establish communication and co-ordination channels with
our international partners
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THANK YOU!!

carolina.lasen-diaz@coe.int

www.coe.int/migrants

www.coe.int/en/web/children/migration

www.echr.coe.in (top left: Quick Links: Factsheets & Country Profiles
(for case-law)

www.coe.int/en/web/european-social-charter
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